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17. — A Treatise on the Tlieofy and Practice of Landscape Gardening, 
adapted to North America, etc., etc., with Remarks on Rural Architec- 
ture. By the late A. J. Downing, Esq. Seventh Edition, enlarged, 
revised, and newly illustrated. With a Supplement. By Henry 
Wintiirop Sargent. New York : Orange Judd. 1865. 8vo. 
pp. xv., 576. 

Mr. Downing's work on Landscape Gardening, with the very valu- 
able Supplement by Mr. Sargent, still holds its place in spite of the vast 
and rapid improvement of taste and knowledge during the twenty-five 
years since it was written, as the best popular and easily obtainable 
treatise upon the subjects which it embraces. There is great need 
either of a wholly new work on these subjects, adapted to the present 
needs of our public, and brought up to the times, or of a revised and 
improved edition of Mr. Downing's book. 

From the title-page of the volume before us we inferred that this 
need was to be supplied. But the statement that this seventh edition, 
or this edition of 1865, is enlarged, revised, and newly illustrated, has, 
so far as we can discover, no foundation. The volume appears to be 
merely a reissue, without alteration, of the sixth edition of the work, is- 
sued under Mr. Sargent's editorship in 1859. Mr. Sargent is of course 
in no way responsible for the misstatement of the publisher. 



18. — The Works of William Shakespeare, the Plays edited from 
the Folio of MDCXXIIL, with various Readings from all the Edi- 
tions and all the Commentators, Notes, Introductory Remarks, a His- 
torical Sketch of the Text, an Account of the Rise and Progress of 
the English Drama, a Memoir of the Poet, and an Essay upon his 
Genius. By Richard Grant White. Vol. I. Boston : Little, 
Brown, & Co. 1865.' 8vo. pp. ccxcvi., 260. 

With this ripe contribution to Shakespearian literature, Mr. White 
brings to a close his edition of the poet begun eight years ago. A gap 
of four years divides the publication of the last volume of the Plays 
from this at once preliminary and concluding volume. Mr. White is 
the first American editor in any adequate sense, the first, that is, whose 
labors may be properly called original, and who has brought to his task 
that critical sagacity, that conscientious observance of the laws which 
should guide and limit editorship, and that taste founded in knowledge, 
which justly place an editor in the front rank of his department. Nor 
is it only among the American editors of the great poet that we would 
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assign him this position. After. an examination more minute and a 
comparison more exhaustive than critics are often in the habit of be- 
stowing on the subject of their animadversions, — an examination, we 
may literally say, of every reading and of every note, and a comparison 
of all the modern editions except the so-called " Cambridge Shake- 
speare," published since his own, — we feel that we have a right, as we 
are sure we are under the obligation, to pronounce his edition the best 
in all essential particulars that has yet been made. A work so faithful 
and so thorough deserves not only the thanks of all lovers of Shake- 
speare, but especially of all Americans who believe, as we do, that Mr. 
White's labors are an honor to the scholarship of his country, and of 
more true service to her good repute than all the demonstrations of her 
material prosperity and power, and all the Fourth-of-Julyisms of her 
panegyrists put together. There is an Americanism in Mr. White of 
the sterling kind which assumes our equal right in the noble language 
and the rich literary inheritance of our ancestors, and justifies it by his 
master)' over the one and the scholarly use he knows how to make of 
the other. There are some trifling points. concerning which we should 
be inclined to disagree with him, though in doing so we should acknowl- 
edge, at the same time, that where his judgment loses its wonted coolness 
it is because of an ardor of mind which is one of the most needful as 
well as highest qualifications for his task. But our present office is by 
no means controversial. We feel that gratitude is more in place here 
than verbal criticism, and that whoever would grumble over a gift like 
this would look Eclipse in the mouth. It is far more grateful to our 
feelings, as it is more just, simply to add our thanks to the rest for what 
is truly a national benefaction. 

If we needed to justify our high estimation of Mr. White as a critic, 
and of precisely that kind most fitted for an undertaking like his, we 
should recall to the memory of our readers his animadversions upon 
the famous Collier folio of 1632. With no other weapons than were 
furnished by Mr. Collier's own specimens, he succeeded in demolishing 
any claim of the book to what we may call synchronous authority. 
With a single exception (in Blackwood's Magazine for August, 1853) 
he was the first adverse critic of this unhappy volume, and nothing in 
the way of demonstration has been since added in England to the re- 
sults he arrived at, except what could be supplied by access to original 
documents, and by chemic and microscopic tests, which were, of course, 
out of the question in his case. In that field Mr. White fairly won his 
spurs as a critic. Nor was the temper of his animadversions less admi- 
rable than their learning and acuteness, thus putting him in very grace- 
ful contrast with the principal combatants on the other side of the water. 
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The same tone characterizes Mr. White's remarks on this matter in his 
sketch of the history of the text in the volume before us. The ques- 
tion may now be considered as settled by Mr. Hamilton's monograph ; 
and Mr. White speaks of Mr. Collier with the tenderness due to a fallen 
antagonist, who, however criminal in this case, deserves thanks for other 
important services. 

The four years that have passed since the appearance of Mr. White's 
twelfth volume have been such as amply to account for the delay of the 
first. The mind occupied with the varying fortunes of a conflict like 
that which has just happily ended, could hardly be in a condition lo 
compare texts or estimate authorities ; and the eye that must continually 
be running over the lists of killed and wounded, dreading the stab of 
some dear name, was not the one on which misplaced letters and trav- 
estied words would make their due impression. But Mr. White has 
not been idle. If we may trust to internal evidence, he is the author 
of certain letters in the London " Spectator," which must have done 
much toward enlightening and rectifying public opinion in England 
with regard to this country, and rumor attributes to him that remarkably 
clever satire, " The New Gospel of Peace," which did equally good ser- 
vice at home. The volume before us contains, beside the Poems, a 
Life of Shakespeare, an Essay on his Genius, a history of the text, and 
of the English Drama, all of them characterized by the same clearness 
of judgment, acuteness of criticism, precision of statement, and acquaint- 
ance with the subject, which our previous knowledge of Mr. White gave 
us a right to expect. 
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